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A Love Story 



T 

X he Bible is a beautiful love story revealing the Fa- 
ther's search for a Bride for His Son. We see the story 
unfold in the first book of the Bible when the Father 
spoke concerning Adam, "It is not good for the man 
to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him" 
(Genesis 2:18). 

Throughout the Scriptures we see this theme con- 
tinue through to the final chapters in the Bible, de- 
scribing this perfect Bride who made herself ready. The 
Bride longs for her Bridegroom. Her heart is towards 
Him all day long and she yearns for and calls for His 
return. The Bible closes with the cry of the Bride: "The 
Spirit and the bride say, Come" (Revelation 22:17). 

In the ancient Hebrew wedding tradition we discov- 
er a clear analogy of the marriage union of Christ and 
His Bride. Let's discover together the mystery and glory 
of the Bride of Christ. 
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"Who is this coming up from the wilderness 
leaning on her beloved?" 
Song of Solomon 8:5 



The Betrothal 



In the ancient Hebrew wedding tradition, the father 
chose the bride for his son. Although the son's desire 
was considered, his father made the final choice. The 
son then went to meet the father of the bride to ask 
him for her hand in marriage. He took three things to 
present to him: 

1. The Bride Price. The young man brought a large 
sum of gold, silver, jewels, or flocks to offer to the girl's 
father as the price he was willing to pay to purchase his 
daughter as his wife. This payment was called the bride 
price (Mohar). 

From the time a son was born to a family, the father 
began to save up the bride price to ensure that his son 
would have a wife of good stock in the same, or bet- 
ter, socio and economic class to give him healthy and 
intelligent children. If the bride price was too small, the 
bride's father could be offended, as it would reflect the 
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lack of his daughter's value in the eyes of the young 
man and his family. If offended with an insufficient 
bride price, he could refuse to give his daughter to him 
in marriage. Sometimes an insufficient bride price was 
negotiated and the bride's father would give the groom 
opportunity to return at a determined time with the ne- 
gotiated amount. If the bride's father was pleased with 
the amount, he would officially receive the bride price 
and they would proceed. 

An excellent wife, who can find? For her worth is 
far above jewels (Proverbs 31:10). 

Jesus paid the extravagant price of His very own 
life for you. Your Heavenly Father chose you to be His 
Son's Bride. When Jesus gave His life on the cross and 
paid the penalty for your sins, He was paying the bride 
price. 

For you have been bought with a price: therefore 
glorify God in your body (1 Corinthians 6:20). 

You were bought with a price... (1 Corinthians 
7:23). 

Conduct yourselves in fear during the time of 
your stay on earth; knowing that you were not re- 
deemed with perishable things like silver or gold 
... but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblem- 
ished and spotless, the blood of Christ (1 Peter 
1:17-19). 
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You are so very precious to the Lord. Do you under- 
stand your value? You are His "Pearl of Great Price" for 
which He gave His all to purchase. When He looks at 
you, His heart is ravished. You are altogether lovely to 
Him. 

2. The Marriage Contract. The Hebrew law (To- 
rah), as well as the civil law, included clear instruction 
and legal responsibilities regarding terms of marriage. 
In addition to these laws, the groom prepared a written 
document stating the rights of the bride and his prom- 
ises to her. The bride's father carefully reviewed each 
point of the contract. If he was pleased with the terms 
and agreed to give his daughter to the young man in 
marriage, he would call for his daughter and wife and 
share the news of the betrothal. When the bride agreed, 
her father and the bridegroom would sign the contract. 

This document became an official, legal covenant 
and established the relationship as a betrothal or en- 
gagement. The betrothal was much more serious than 
a marriage engagement today. From the time the cov- 
enant contract was signed, the bride and groom were 
committed as man and wife, although the union was 
not yet consummated. It was not permitted for them 
to have sexual relations before the wedding ceremony. 
Even though the ceremony and the consummation 
might take place up to two years later, only a certificate 
of divorce could dissolve the union once the covenant 
was signed. 
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The New Testament (and all the promises in the Bi- 
ble) is your marriage covenant and contract with Jesus. 

Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the 
knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord; seeing 
that His divine power has granted to us everything 
pertaining to life and godliness, through the true 
knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory 
and excellence. For by these He has granted to us 
His precious and magnificent promises, so that by 
them you may become partakers of the divine na- 
ture, having escaped the corruption that is in the 
world by lust (2 Peter 1:2-4). 

When you understand that the Bible reveals your 
marriage covenant with your Heavenly Bridegroom, it 
changes the way you read it. I remember reading the Bi- 
ble as a young Christian. It was like a love letter from Je- 
sus Himself written personally to me. Every time I read 
the Word I beheld promises that awakened my spirit. 
Oh how wonderful it was to receive fresh words from 
my Bridegroom each and every day. 

Invite the Holy Spirit to open your eyes to your di- 
vine marriage covenant revealed within the Scriptures. 
Every promise is yours. Every blessing is yours. Jesus 
wants you to know His goodness towards you. He is 
an amazing Bridegroom and has given you absolutely 
everything He has. 

Paul prayed a prayer for the church at Ephesus that 
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is very powerful. Invite the Holy Spirit to do the same 
for you. 

That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Fa- 
ther of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom 
and of revelation in the knowledge of Him. I pray 
that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so 
that you will know what is the hope of His calling, 
what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance 
in the saints (Ephesians 1:17-18). 

3. The Skin of Wine. The groom brought a skin 
of wine to the father of the bride for "the cup of accep- 
tance." When the bride price was accepted and the cov- 
enant was signed, the father of the bride, along with the 
groom and his bride, drank the cup of acceptance. In 
the drinking of the cup the bride committed herself in 
covenant to the young man. This sealed the betrothal. 
Immediately a trumpet (shofar) sounded to announce 
the betrothal. 

And he (Jesus) took the cup, and gave thanks, and 
gave it to them, saying, "Drink you all of it; for 
this is my blood of the new testament, which is 
shed for many for the remission of sins" (Matthew 
26:27-28 KJV). 

After the betrothal, the bridegroom prepared to 
return to his father's house, as they were to be separated 
for 12 months, and possibly up to two years. They 
could not see each other without a chaperone during 
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this time. The chaperone, also called the "messenger," 
brought messages from the bridegroom to his bride and 
from the bride to her bridegroom. The Holy Spirit is 
our Chaperone and Messenger. Jesus said He would 
not leave us alone but would send the Helper (John 
14:1647.) 

After the trumpet sounded, the bridegroom pre- 
sented his bride with gifts before he left so she would 
not forget him, just as we were given the Holy Spirit's 
gifts when Jesus left the earth to go to heaven. Accord- 
ing to the tradition, as the bridegroom left his bride to 
return to his father's house, he declared, "I go and pre' 
pare a place for you. I will come again and receive 
you to myself, that where I am you may he also." 

In John 14: 1-3 Jesus explained that He was going to 
prepare a place in His Father's house and promised to 
return to "receive you to Myself, that where I am, there 
you may be also." He was speaking marriage terminol- 
ogy. His disciples would have understood that. 

After the bridegroom made this final proclamation, 
he left his bride to return to his father's house. 

I remember the time my husband went away for a 
three-day fishing trip after we first fell in love. We had 
been going together for about a month. When he said 
goodbye to me that morning, I thought my heart was 
going to break. I missed him from the moment he left 
and I wouldn't see him again for three whole days! (We 
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had no cell phones back then.) The entire time he was 
gone, all I could think of was Ron. He was on my mind 
when I got up and He was on my mind when I went to 
bed. He was on my heart all day long. I was truly smit- 
ten with love for him. When he returned, he told me 
he felt the same. He loves fishing trips but he couldn't 
focus on fishing. All he could think of was me. 

This is how Jesus feels about you. He has gone to 
prepare your bridal chamber. Thoughts of you consume 
Him. He is lovesick and can hardly wait to come back 
for you, but He is restrained until the Father releases 
Him. You have totally captured His heart and His fo- 
cus. 

His Bride's attention is fully captured by Him, too. 
She is focused on Him, when she wakes up and when 
she goes to bed. She thinks of Him all the day long, not 
because she has to, but because she is overcome by love. 
Jesus, her Bridegroom, is her most important focus in 
life because of her love for Him. 

In Mark 14: 1-9, we find Mary of Bethany pouring 
out her alabaster vial of very costly perfume on Jesus. 
Many believe this was her dowry and her only earthly 
assurance of ever having a husband. Being married was 
very important for a young Jewish girl in those days due 
to the fact that the men were the providers, protectors 
and covering for the women. It was a disgrace for wom- 
en of marriageable age to be single or barren. However, 
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due to her deep love for Jesus, she poured out all that 
represented her future dreams and well-being upon 
Him. She poured out her dowry on Him. She didn't 
care what anyone thought. Others in the room were 
not at all pleased with what she was doing, but she did 
not care. She had eyes for only One. Jesus said, "She 
has done a good deed to Me... Truly, I say to you, wher- 
ever the gospel is preached in the whole world, what 
this woman has done will also be spoken of in memory 
of her" (Mark 14:6,9). 

Bridal love is so beautiful. When you fall in love, 
it is not a chore to focus - it is a delight. You can't help 
yourself. You don't think, "Oh I better strive and 
choose to think about the one I love today." This is 
something that flows from your heart. It is all encom- 
passing. Do you want this kind of love for Jesus, your 
Bridegroom? Is this something you treasure and desire 
more than anything in life? If you want it, you can have 
it. Aggressively pursue your desire to be filled with per- 
fect bridal love. Receive this bridal love by faith and 
allow the Holy Spirit to transform you. The Lord will 
grant you the desires of your heart. 

Where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also (Matthew 6:21). 

"Therefore I say to you, all things for which you 
pray and ask, believe that you have received them, 
and they will be granted you" (Mark 11:24). 
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The young Hebrew bride focused on her bride- 
groom with complete abandonment because she knew 
he was returning for her. She lived each day dreaming 
of her future with him. The investment of the prepa- 
ration she made in her bridegroom's absence was ex- 
tremely important for their life together. You always 
empower what you focus on. If, after he departed, she 
lived for herself, hung out with her girlfriends and 
failed to prepare her heart or practical requirements, 
then she would not be ready for her bridegroom when 
he returned. How hurtful this would be for him. 

The Bride of Christ likewise lives with an eternal 
perspective. She has "dove's eyes" for Jesus her Bride- 
groom and prepares for ruling and reigning with Him 
forever. The love investment made today in preparation 
for His return definitely affects your eternal future. Je- 
sus is returning for a Bride who is expectantly longing 
for His return. 
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The Bridegroom 

T 

Xhe bridegroom returned to his father's house to 
build a house for his bride. This was usually a cham- 
ber (chador) built onto his father's house. The cham- 
ber was often called the "chuppah" (honeymoon bed). 
It had to be built to his father's specifications and the 
groom could not return for his bride until his father 
released him. The groom's father examined the cham- 
ber to make sure it was well-built and prepared with 
excellence. During this period of separation, the father 
taught his son how to be a husband, provider, protector 
and father. The groom's family also prepared for the 
marriage supper and celebration that was held at the fa- 
ther of the groom's house. The son chose his best man 
and attendants, and had his marriage garments made 
during this season. When the time was right and the 
bridegroom was ready, his father sent him to receive his 
bride. 
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The Bride 

While the groom had returned to his father's house 
to prepare a place for their life together, the bride also 
made preparations. She collected her trousseau, made 
her gown and accessories, chose her attendants and pre- 
pared for her new life. The bridal gown was fine linen, 
bright and clean. It was always white as a sign of purity 
and virginity. Linen symbolized the gift of righteous- 
ness we have now received in Christ. 

It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, 
bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righ- 
teous acts of the saints (Revelation 19:8). 

Her mother and the older women taught her to be a 
wife, mother, pleaser of her husband and keeper of the 
home. During the betrothal, the bride was completely 
set apart and consecrated for her husband. She could 
not have eyes, or affections, for anyone else or anything 
else. She was set apart for her bridegroom alone. 

In western Christianity there is a marked sloppi- 
ness in lifestyle, worship and devotion. We often find a 
"take it or leave it" mindset prevailing in many believers 
and they choose a little bit of Jesus and a little bit of 
this and a little bit of that. If we have not completely 
set apart our lives for Him yet, we must not delay. He is 
coming soon. We must live separated unto Him, for He 
is worthy. The Bride of Christ is in the world but not of 
it. She lives in relevance with those around her as Jesus 
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did in His days on the earth and, like Him, she does 
not compromise. 

The Timing of the Bridegroom's Return 

In this wedding tradition, no one knew when the 
bridegroom would return for his bride. In fact, he did 
not even know. Only his father could determine the 
time. 

Jesus stated, "But of that day and hour no one 
knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but 
the Father alone" (Matthew 24:36). 

The bridegroom talked about the timing of his 
coming for his bride only with his father. He may have 
communicated with his bride in secret by the chaper- 
one/ messenger concerning the general timing, but she 
never knew the exact hour and neither did he. There 
were no engraved invitations to be sent out for the 
wedding. If people preparing the calendar wanted to 
reserve a day for the celebration, they had a problem. If 
anyone were to ask the groom when he was coming for 
his bride, he would inform them by saying, "My father 
alone knows." 

Jesus left the earth to prepare your place in the Fa- 
ther's House as His Bride. He is coming back for you. 
The day and the hour you do not know, but you must 
be ready. 
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In the Hebrew wedding tradition, if the bridegroom 
were to return for his bride and find her ill-prepared, 
or if she was giving her affections to other things, or 
another man, it was terms for divorcement and the 
wedding would be called off. We must be prepared and 
wholeheartedly anticipating Christ's return. The bride, 
therefore, had to be in a state of constant readiness lest 
the bridegroom's arrival catch her by surprise. Often 
she kept a light burning in the window and an extra jar 
of oil on hand, lest the bridegroom came in the night 
and found her unprepared. 

"Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to 
Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and 
His bride has made herself ready" (Revelation 
19:7). 

Like a Thief in the Night 

In the marriage tradition, without notice the bride- 
groom usually returned at night for his bride. We are 
taught in the Scriptures that Jesus will come back like 
a thief in the night, at a time when we do not expect. 

For you yourselves know full well that the day of 
the Lord will come just like a thief in the night (1 
Thessalonians 5:2). 

"Therefore be on the alert, for you do not know 
which day your Lord is coming. For this reason 
you also must be ready; for the Son of Man is 
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coming at an hour when you do not think He 
will" (Matthew 24:42, 44). 

The parable of the ten virgins speaks of the impor' 
tance of our readiness for that day. 

"Then the kingdom of heaven will be comparable 
to ten virgins, who took their lamps and went 
out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were 
foolish, and five were prudent. For when the 
foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with 
them, but the prudent took oil in flasks along 
with their lamps. Now while the bridegroom was 
delaying, they all got drowsy and began to sleep. 
But at midnight there was a shout, 'Behold, the 
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.' Then all 
those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. The 
foolish said to the prudent, 'Give us some of your 
oil, for our lamps are going out.' But the prudent 
answered, 'No, there will not be enough for us and 
you too; go instead to the dealers and buy some 
for yourselves.' And while they were going away 
to make the purchase, the bridegroom came, and 
those who were ready went in with him to the 
wedding feast; and the door was shut. Later the 
other virgins also came, saying, 'Lord, lord, open 
up for us.' But he answered, 'Truly I say to you, I 
do not know you.' Be on the alert then, for you do 
not know the day nor the hour" (Matthew 25:1- 
13). 
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In this parable there were ten virgins with a number 
of things in common: 

1. They were all expecting the bridegroom. 

2. They all had lamps. 

3. They all heard the shout at midnight. 

4. They all went out to meet him. 

There was one significant difference: five of them 
were ready and five of them were not. 

The five that lacked fresh oil for their lamps ran to 
get it at the last minute but it was too late. When they 
came to the wedding feast later, after they bought their 
oil, the door was already shut. They cried out, "Lord, 
Lord, open up for us." He replied, "I do not know you." 

The Bride of Christ is a wise virgin. She awaits her 
Bridegroom with oil in her lamp. 

In Scripture, "oil" represents the anointing of the 
Holy Spirit who comes and fills us to overflowing with 
His Presence. The easiest way to be filled is simply to 
spend time with the Lord. We see a picture of this in 
Psalm 23. The Lord welcomes us to His banqueting ta- 
ble where we meet with Him in intimate communion. 
As we do, the Word says He pours out His oil upon us 
until we overflow like a cup that has been filled beyond 
its brim (Psalm 23:5). 

To make sure you are full of fresh oil, spend time 
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with God. Here are three simple ways you can do that 
every day: 

1. Read Your Bible.' Scripture is more than print 
on a page, it is the Living Heart of God revealed. As 
you get into the Word, the Word gets into you - filling 
you with His Truth until you overflow with Him every- 
where you go! 

2. Worship! When we praise the Lord we are turn- 
ing our hearts to Him, drawing near to declare our love 
and appreciation of what He has done, and of who He 
is. In James 4:8 the Lord promises that as we draw near 
to Him, He will draw near to us. When we praise and 
worship, it is like singing an enthusiastic "Yes!" to the 
invitation of Psalm 23 to come and sit with Him. We 
cannot help but be filled with His presence!! 

3. Pray.' Any good relationship is built from good 
communication. Prayer is talking with God, sharing 
your heart with Him and taking the time to let Him 
share His heart with you. Like with worship, to talk 
with God is to draw near to God. When we do, He 
draws near to us - filling us afresh with His presence. 
When we turn to the Lord in prayer we become like 
John the Beloved, leaning against the breast of Jesus. So 
close. So intimate, we can hear the very beating of His 
heart, that glorious heart of His that beats for each and 
every one of us! 
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Called and Chosen 

The parable of the marriage feast: 

"The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a 
king who gave a wedding feast for his son. And 
he sent out his slaves to call those who had been 
invited to the wedding feast, and they were unwill- 
ing to come. Again he sent out other slaves say- 
ing, 'Tell those who have been invited, "Behold, 
I have prepared my dinner; my oxen and my fat- 
tened livestock are all butchered and everything is 
ready; come to the wedding feast.'" But they paid 
no attention and went their way, one to his own 
farm, another to his business, and the rest seized 
his slaves and mistreated them and killed them. 
But the king was enraged, and he sent his armies 
and destroyed those murderers and set their city 
on fire. Then he said to his slaves, 'The wedding 
is ready, but those who were invited were not 
worthy. Go therefore to the main highways and 
as many as you find there, invite to the wedding 
feast.' Those slaves went out in the streets and 
gathered together all they found, both evil and 
good; and the wedding hall was filled with dinner 
guests. But when the king came in to look over 
the dinner guests, he saw a man there who was 
not dressed in wedding clothes, and he said to 
him, 'Friend, how did you come in here without 
wedding clothes?' And the man was speechless. 
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Then the king said to the servants, 'Bind him 
hand and foot, and throw him into the outer 
darkness; in that place there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.' For many are called, but few 
are chosen (Matthew 22:2-14). 

Every believer is called to the wedding but only 
those who are prepared are chosen. Those who love 
Him will prepare. These desire more than anything to 
prepare for Him because He is their focus. They want 
nothing more in life than to draw close to Him. They 
love Him more than life itself. 

If you can identify a desire for this, pray and ask 
the Holy Spirit to prepare you as the Bride of Christ. 
I cannot stress this enough. The Lord will give you the 
desires of your heart. You might not feel passion for 
Jesus, but it doesn't mean you don't have it. Identify 
your deepest longing. Is it to know Him? Is it to be fully 
abandoned to Him? Is it to be His Bride? If these things 
are your desire, you can have them all. The Father looks 
at your heart. He knows you completely and intimately. 
Cry out to Him and ask Him to fill you with fresh love 
for your Bridegroom. Invite Him to fill you with a heart 
of complete focus. If this is truly your desire, His grace 
will accomplish it for you. Run after your desire. You 
can have it. You can. You will 
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Ceremony 

W en the father informed his son that it was time 
to receive his bride, he dressed in his wedding garments 
and called for his best man and attendants. His family 
and friends also got ready. The best man, along with 
the other attendants, went slightly ahead of the groom 
and blew a trumpet (shofar). This was called "the last 
trump." The best man then shouted, "Behold the Bride- 
groom. Come out to meet him!" 

At that time the bride and her attendants quickly 
dressed. If they were sleeping, the moment they heard 
the blast of the trumpet and the call to meet the 
bridegroom, they jumped out of bed and prepared 
immediately. Often the attendants (who were 
sometimes younger sisters and cousins) stayed in the 
bride's room during the final months while she waited 
for her bridegroom. They had the bride's garments, 
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jewels, fragrances, and everything needed for the wed- 
ding, ready and waiting to go. All their lamps were 
trimmed and filled with fresh oil. 

When the trumpet sounded, the entire village rose 
to celebrate and, along with the bride and her atten- 
dants, ran out to meet the bridegroom. The bridegroom 
passionately "caught up" his bride and took her to his 
father's house. There was great celebration and joy with 
shouts, blasts of trumpets, singing and dancing. 

The father of the groom was ready for the celebra- 
tion. The groom's family and friends were already at the 
father's house waiting for the other guests and the ar- 
rival of the bride and groom. The bride's guests, friends 
and attendants went ahead to the father's house, fol- 
lowed directly by the bride and groom. 

The Coronation 

The bride was veiled when her groom came for her 
and she remained veiled during the wedding. On their 
arrival, the groom's father took the hand of the bride 
and placed it in the hand of his son. Crowns were then 
placed on both the bride and groom's heads. They were 
called the king and queen during the celebration. This 
was in reference to the Feast of Trumpets. 

And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will 
receive the unfading crown of glory (1 Peter 5:4). 
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The biblical festival Feast of Trumpets (Rosh Hasha- 
nah) is known as the first day of the Jewish calendar 
year and refers to the Wedding of the Messiah to His 
Bride. It is also known as the Coronation of the Mes- 
siah. 

There are seven feasts listed in the Bible. Four of 
them are spring feasts and three of them are celebrated 
in the fall. All the biblical spring feasts were fulfilled 
at Christ's first coming on the exact days of the feasts. 
The fall feasts speak of His second coming. The Feast 
of Pentecost (the last spring feast of the year) prophesied 
the commencing of the church age. This was fulfilled 
in history on the actual day of Pentecost around 2000 
years ago. 

For those who believe in the rapture of the church, 
the Feast of Trumpets (the next feast in the Jewish Calen- 
dar and the first fall feast) signaled the Second Advent 
as Jesus returns to rapture His Bride. This will end the 
church age and begin the Kingdom age. It signifies the 
beginning of Christ's rule as King. Many believe this 
will also mark the beginning of the seven years of tribu- 
lation for those left on the earth. 

In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the 
last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the 
dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be 
changed (1 Corinthians 15:52). 
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For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and 
with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ 
will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain 
will be caught up together with them in the clouds 
to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always 
be with the Lord (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17). 

The Consummation 

After being crowned, the groom and his veiled bride 
were escorted to the bridal chamber (chuppah). They 
entered alone to consummate the marriage. When the 
marriage was consummated, the groom announced the 
consummation to the other members of the wedding 
party waiting outside the chamber. The guests, families 
and attendants then cheered and celebrated. 

"He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the 
friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears 
him, rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom's 
voice (John 3:29). 

The marriage celebration, held in the groom's fa- 
ther's house, lasted seven days. It is possible that the 
seven days repr esents the seven years of tribulation 1 on 

1 Jesus spoke of a tribulation such as the earth had never known (Matthew 
24:21). Eschatologists have various convictions regarding the actual time 
and endurance of this tribulation period. Most believe the Tribulation will 
last seven years, based on Daniel 9:24-27, whereas The Great Tribulation, 
the last half of the Tribulation, will last three and half years (Revelation 
11:3). 



36 



The Marriage Ceremony 



the earth at which time the raptured Bride is in the 
heavenly chuppah with her Bridegroom. During the 
wedding tradition, the newly married couple spent 
seven days alone together in sexual intimacy, getting to 
know each other and planning their life together. 

I realize there are a variety of interpretations and 
summaries of Bible eschatology. There are many views 
on the rapture, or lack of rapture, and numerous per- 
spectives on if the rapture is before, during or after the 
tribulation. I have reviewed many a thesis and points 
of views on these subjects over the years and they all 
include great arguments for consideration. At the 
end of the day we have to agree on one thing, "GOD 
KNOWS!" 

For me, the main deliberation is that we completely 
commit to love the Lord our God with all our hearts, 
with all our minds and with all our strength, at all times. 
I made a decision long ago to follow the Lord fully, in 
good times or in difficult times. If I am in the midst of 
a cruel tribulation, I want my love for God to be as pas- 
sionate as it would be if I were standing before Him in 
heaven. No one should ever live with an escape mental- 
ity but should occupy until He comes, living each day 
fully for Him. He is watching and knows our hearts. 
He is the all-wise God, has the entire end-time issue all 
taken care of, and is not at all worried or concerned! 
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It is possible that there will be a rapture of the 
Bride of Christ that parallels the ancient Hebrew wed- 
ding tradition. In this case, our Heavenly Bridegroom 
will come and receive us. We will be caught up to be 
with Him in heaven for a seven-year period. After that 
time we will come with Him, and His angel armies, to 
judge the nations, establish His victory and rule on the 
earth. 

It is also possible that we will not be raptured but 
will glorify our Lord living out our unfailing commit- 
ment in the midst of the greatest tribulation the world 
has ever known. There are many other possibilities pro- 
posed by those who study Bible eschatology. Again, the 
main point: live your life for Him in full abandonment, 
passion and focus each and every day of your life. He is 
worthy! 

With that being said, it appears to me that there 
are two comings of the Lord to examine. One is the re- 
turn for His Bride where she will be "caught up... to meet 
the Lord in the air" (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17). There is 
evidence in Scripture that suddenly believers will disap- 
pear from the earth during this time. 

"And He will send forth His angels with A 
GREAT TRUMPET and THEY WILL GATHER 
TOGETHER His elect from the four winds, from 
one end of the sky to the other" (Matthew 24:31). 
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"But of that day and hour no one knows, not 
even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the 
Father alone. For the coming of the Son of Man 
will be just like the days of Noah. For as in those 
days before the flood they were eating and drink- 
ing, marrying and giving in marriage, until the 
day that Noah entered the ark, and they did not 
understand until the flood came and took them 
all away; so will the coming of the Son of Man be. 
Then there will be two men in the field; one will 
be taken and one will be left. Two women will be 
grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one 
will be left. Therefore be on the alert, for you do 
not know which day your Lord is coming" (Mat- 
thew 24:36-42). 

The second return is indicated in the Scriptures 
when Jesus will come back out of heaven to the earth 
to judge and establish His Kingdom (Revelation 19:11- 
21). 

"But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, 
and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on 
His glorious throne. All the nations will be gath- 
ered before Him; and He will separate them from 
one another, as the shepherd separates the sheep 
from the goats; and He will put the sheep on His 
right, and the goats on the left. Then the King 
will say to those on His right, 'Come, you who 
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are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom pre- 
pared for you from the foundation of the world.' 

"Then He will also say to those on His left, 'De- 
part from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire 
which has been prepared for the devil and his an- 
gels'" (Matthew 25:31-34, 41). 

It is possible that the seven days the bride and groom 
are in the chamber of intimacy in heaven represents the 
seven years where the Bride of Christ is removed from 
the earth and caught up to be with her Bridegroom. 

It is interesting that from the last day of the two- 
day Feast of Trumpets (Coronation/Rosh Hashanah) to 
the day before Yom Kippur (the Day of Atonement) is 
seven days. 

According to Jewish custom, three books were 
opened on the Feast of Trumpets: 

1. The Book of Life for the righteous 

2. The Book of Life for the unrighteous 

3. The Book of Life for those who were in the bal- 
ance 

Just prior to the Feast of Trumpets, a person's life and 
works were evaluated from the previous year. If an in- 
dividual was deemed righteous, their name was written 
in the Book of Life for the righteous. If an individual 
was deemed unrighteous, their name would be written 
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in the Book of Life for the unrighteous and they would 
not survive the year. If an individual was weighed in the 
balance, then judgment was delayed until Yom Kippur. 
This gave them seven days 2 from the end of Trumpets 
(Rosh Hashanah) until Yom Kippur (Day of Atone- 
ment) to repent, align with God's ways and have the 
judgment of God turned to their favor. 

The prophetic significance of the Day of Atone- 
ment concerns the physical return of Christ to the 
earth in glory to bring judgment and to establish His 
domain for the millennial rule of Christ with His 
Bride. Perhaps there is symbolism in regards to the 
books that were opened during Rosh Hashanah. If 
considering this as an analogous parallel, then those 
who are "weighed in the balance" would have seven 
years during the great tribulation to repent, align and 
have the judgment turned in their favor when Jesus re- 
turns to the earth to judge and make war. If this turns 
out to be the case, I would rather have my name writ- 
ten in the Book of Life for the righteous, then have the 
opportunity for seven years of tribulation to perfect 
me, wouldn't you? 

And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white 

The ten days starting with Rosh Hashanah and ending with Yom Kippur 
are commonly known as the Days of Awe (Yamim Noraim) or the Days of 
Repentance. This is a time for serious introspection, a time to consider the 
sins of the previous year and repent before Yom Kippur. The seven days 
mentioned in this book are the seven days beginning at the end of Rosh Ha- 
shanah after the books are opened and ending the day before Yom Kippur. 
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horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and 
True, and in righteousness He judges and wages 
war. His eyes are a flame of fire, and on His head 
are many diadems; and He has a name written 
on Him which no one knows except Himself. He 
is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His 
name is called The Word of God. And the armies 
which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white 
and clean, were following Him on white horses. 
From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that 
with it He may strike down the nations, and He 
will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads 
the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Al- 
mighty. And on His robe and on His thigh He has 
a name written, "KING OF KINGS, AND LORD 
OF LORDS" (Revelation 19:1146). 

The Presentation 

On the seventh day the best man waited at the door 
of the chuppah.The groom knocked when they were 
ready. The doors of the chuppah were opened by the 
best man. The groom, with his now unveiled bride, 
came forth and they were presented as man and wife 
before the guests. From this time on they officially and 
publically lived their lives together, ruling and reigning 
over their domain of influence and building their fam- 
fly. 
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Ruling and Reigning with Jesus Forever 

The marriage covenant between Christ and His 
Bride is an eternal, unbreakable covenant. Jesus will 
not have more than one wife. He is marrying a Bride 
who has made herself ready, a Bride who has eyes only 
for Him. He is marrying a Bride who wants nothing 
else in life but to know Him, to be intimate with Him, 
to live with Him and serve Him forever. He is marrying 
a Bride who does not love the world or the things of the 
world. She is fully separated unto Him and Him alone. 
She loves the things He loves and hates the things He 
hates. This is the heart of the Bride of Christ. Jesus will 
rule and reign with His Bride for eternity. 

What does this Bride look like? The Bride is pure 
and holy as He is pure and holy. She is patient and kind. 
She is gentle and meek. She is submissive, obedient 
and full of courage. She is industrious and resourceful. 
She is faithful and full of faith. She is beautiful beyond 
description and magnificent in glory. 

The Bride's glory is described in the Scripture as 
the New Jerusalem in heaven, perfect in every way. She 
comes down to the earth from heaven. 

And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God, made ready as a 
bride adorned for her husband (Revelation 21:2). 
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Then one of the seven angels who had the sev- 
en bowls full of the seven last plagues came and 
spoke with me, saying, "Come here, I will show 
you the bride, the wife of the Lamb." And he 
carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high 
mountain, and showed me the holy city, Jerusa- 
lem, coming down out of heaven from God, hav- 
ing the glory of God. Her brilliance was like a very 
costly stone, as a stone of crystal-clear jasper. It 
had a great and high wall, with twelve gates, and 
at the gates twelve angels; and names were written 
on them, which are the names of the twelve tribes 
of the sons of Israel. There were three gates on 
the east and three gates on the north and three 
gates on the south and three gates on the west. 
And the wall of the city had twelve foundation 
stones, and on them were the twelve names of the 
twelve apostles of the Lamb. The one who spoke 
with me had a gold measuring rod to measure the 
city, and its gates and its wall. The city is laid out 
as a square, and its length is as great as the width; 
and he measured the city with the rod, fifteen 
hundred miles; its length and width and height 
are equal. And he measured its wall, seventy-two 
yards, according to human measurements, which 
are also angelic measurements. The material of 
the wall was jasper; and the city was pure gold, like 
clear glass. The foundation stones of the city wall 



44 



The Marriage Ceremony 



were adorned with every kind of precious stone. 
The first foundation stone was jasper; the second, 
sapphire; the third, chalcedony; the fourth, em- 
erald; the fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the 
seventh, crysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, to- 
paz; the tenth, chrysoprase; the eleventh, jacinth; 
the twelfth, amethyst. And the twelve gates were 
twelve pearls; each one of the gates was a single 
pearl. And the street of the city was pure gold, like 
transparent glass. 

I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Al- 
mighty and the Lamb are its temple. And the city 
has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine 
on it, for the glory of God has illumined it, and 
its lamp is the Lamb. The nations will walk by its 
light, and the kings of the earth will bring their 
glory into it. In the daytime (for there will be no 
night there) its gates will never be closed; and they 
will bring the glory and the honor of the nations 
into it; and nothing unclean, and no one who 
practices abomination and lying, shall ever come 
into it, but only those whose names are written in 
the Lamb's book of life" (Revelation 21:9-27). 
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The Nature and Characteristics 



of the Bride of Christ 




Xhe Bride loves her Bridegroom with all her heart, 
mind and strength (Deuteronomy 6:5-6). 

1. The Bride is single in her focus and has affections 
for no other (Exodus 20:3-4). 

2. The Bride is submissive, meek, obedient and 
yielded to her Bridegroom (1 Peter 3:4-6). 

3. The Bride has purified herself and made herself 
ready (Revelation 19:7). 

4. The Bride produces righteous acts (Revelation 



5. The Bride is virtuous, industrious, trustworthy, 
courageous, faithful and God-fearing (Proverbs 



19:8). 



31:10-31). 
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6. The Bride passionately seeks her Bridegroom 
and is filled with fresh oil - the Holy Spirit 
(Matthew 25:4). 

7. The Bride longs for the return of her Bridegroom 
and is alert and watching (1 John 3:2-3). 

8. The Bride is glorious without spot, wrinkle, 
blemish or any such thing (Ephesians 5:22-29). 

9. The Bride is an overcomer (Revelation 2 and 3 
- overcomes the issues brought up in the seven 
letters to the churches). 

Who is the Bride? 

We have read about the ancient Hebrew wedding 
tradition and the Scriptures regarding the analogous 
parallels to the marriage of the Lamb of God and His 
Bride. But who exactly is the Bride? Yes, the Bride is 
the New Jerusalem coming out of heaven, but does she 
include you? Does she include me? 

Some state that the Bride of Christ is made up of all 
believers. Others are convinced the Bride includes the 
Jews who have received the Messiah. Some believe that 
the Bride is made up of Christians living at the time of 
the rapture and yet others are convinced the Bride is a 
consecrated remnant within the Body who are waiting 
for the return of the Lord. 
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I am certain the Lord wants His Bride to include all 
believers, yet I personally do not sense that all will be 
included in His Bride. God alone knows the heart of 
each individual. He knows if your heart is completely 
His or not. The Scripture clearly teaches that the Bride 
of Christ "makes herself ready." She will have a heart 
only for Him. This single heart focus is the main qual- 
ity of the Bride. 

My personal conviction is that the Bride is a rem- 
nant within the Body of believers who is completely 
consecrated unto the Bridegroom and who is obedient 
to His Word. Those in this remnant have made them- 
selves ready by watching over their hearts with all dili- 
gence. They love and serve Him in complete abandon- 
ment, are not legalistic or religious in their motivation, 
and neither are they bound by self-righteousness. They 
live with this focus of complete abandonment because 
they love Him. They believe the truth about Him and 
know He is worthy and deserving of their all. They obey 
Him because they love Him. 

"If you love Me, you will keep My command- 
ments" (John 14:15). 

"If you keep My commandments, you will abide in 
My love; just as I have kept My Father's command- 
ments and abide in His love. These things I have 
spoken to you so that My joy may be in you, and 
that your joy may be made full" (John 15:10-11). 
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I know many who believe that Jesus is Lord, have 
received Him by faith as their personal Savior and yet 
their hearts are far from Him in their daily lives. They 
still rule their own life and give very little place to the 
Lord's ways and direction. They deliberately continue 
in sinful practices they know are forbidden in Scrip- 
ture and do not even seem to be concerned about it. 
Churches are full of those who gaze on pornography, 
commit fornication and adultery, are involved in ho- 
mosexuality, have abortions, get drunk, abuse drugs, 
and who lie, cheat and steal. We could add many more 
predominant, sinful practices found in the church, 
such as pride, gossip, unforgiveness, slander and dis- 
obedience to the great commission, but enough has 
been mentioned to paint the picture. 

I know many Christians who confess they love and 
serve the Lord, yet they love the world and its lusts. In 
Paul's letters, the Apostle of Grace constantly exhorted 
believers to live godly and run the race (of their lives) 
as to win the prize. He also spoke of the danger of dis- 
qualification. I believe he was speaking of the prize of 
being the Bride (1 Corinthians 9:24-27). 

In Rick Joyner's book, The Final Quest, he envi- 
sioned various positions in heaven that were assigned 
to believers according to devotion and service. All who 
were in heaven were happy to be there, even the ones 
on the outer fringes, but many had remorse for not 
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serving the Lord fully during their time on the earth. 
They were positioned for eternity depending on the 
fruit of their lives while on the earth. The Bride's heart 
is revealed, tested and proven while she is on the earth. 
When our lives are terminated in the realm of time, or 
if Jesus comes when we do not expect Him, there are no 
more opportunities to obtain our reward. The rewards 
in Rick Joyner's vision were described as positions be- 
fore the Lord in heaven. He saw many very close to the 
Lord and His throne, but also multitudes afar off on 
the outer fringes. The ones on the outer fringes that 
failed to obtain the "prize" had remorse for not serving 
the Lord fully on the earth. They did not have another 
opportunity once their time on earth was completed. 

Paul understood the importance of sowing his life 
for the gospel while on the earth. He spoke of an eter- 
nal reward. 

Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid 
hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what 
lies behind and reaching forward to what lies 
ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of 
the upward call of God in Christ Jesus (Philippi- 
ans 3:13-14). 

But without faith it is impossible to please him: 
for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, 
and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently 
seek him (Hebrews 11:6 KJV). 
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The Scripture gives clear instruction on all issues of 
life and godliness. We are to embrace the full counsel 
of God. If you read through your Scriptures methodi- 
cally, and believe every word, it will transform you and 
keep you in the truth. Your spirit will rejoice with the 
truth, for both the Spirit and the Word are in agree- 
ment. Read the following Scriptures carefully and be- 
lieve each word. Don't read these portions lightly or 
skim over them. These Scriptures are the Word of God 
and they will help align you to His ways and prepare 
you as His Bride. 

Do not love the world nor the things in the world. 
If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is 
not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of 
the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful 
pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from 
the world. The world is passing away, and also its 
lusts; but the one who does the will of God lives 
forever (1 John 2:15-17). 

"For where your treasure is, there your heart will 
be also. The eye is the lamp of the body; so then 
if your eye is clear, your whole body will be full of 
light. But if your eye is bad, your whole body will 
be full of darkness. If then the light that is in you 
is darkness, how great is the darkness! No one can 
serve two masters; for either he will hate the one 
and love the other, or he will be devoted to one 
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and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 
wealth" (Matthew 6:21-24). 

Then the Lord said, "...this people draw near with 
their words and honor Me with their lip service, 
but they remove their hearts far from Me" (Isaiah 
29:13). 

Watch over your heart with all diligence, for from 
it flow the springs of life (Proverbs 4:23). 

You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship 
with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore 
whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes 
himself an enemy of God (James 4:4). 

For speaking out arrogant words of vanity they 
entice by fleshly desires, by sensuality, those who 
barely escape from the ones who live in error, 
promising them freedom while they themselves 
are slaves of corruption; for by what a man is 
overcome, by this he is enslaved. For if, after they 
have escaped the defilements of the world by the 
knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 
they are again entangled in them and are over- 
come, the last state has become worse for them 
than the first (2 Peter 2:18-20). 

For it would be better for them not to have known 
the way of righteousness, than having known it, to 
turn away from the holy commandment handed 



53 



The Bride Makes Herself Ready 



on to them. It has happened to them according to 
the true proverb, "A dog returns to its own vomit," 
and, "A sow, after washing, returns to wallowing 
in the mire" (2 Peter 2:21-22). 

These Scriptures do not sound like the Lord is wel- 
coming such followers to be His Bride. Paul, in his let- 
ter to the church at Ephesus, described the parallel be- 
tween the marriage of a man and a woman and Christ's 
relationship to His church. 

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also 
loved the church and gave Himself up for her, so 
that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her 
by the washing of water with the word, that He 
might present to Himself the church in all her glo- 
ry, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; 
but that she would be holy and blameless (Ephe- 
sians 5:25-27). 

Strong Conviction of Sin is a Good Sign 

The Scripture clearly states, "His bride has made her' 
self ready" (Revelation 19:7). It does not say that her 
Heavenly Father makes her ready or even His Holy 
Spirit. We are not required to achieve our own per- 
fection ... in fact, we can't. Even our best efforts to be 
perfect enough for our Bridegroom would fall short of 
His holiness. Our own personal attempts to achieve 
righteousness and win His favor are the working of a 
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religious mindset and are self-righteous in nature. Jesus 
is the One who sanctifies and cleanses us, and He gives 
His righteousness as a gift to us, but He does so when our 
hearts are fully towards Him. He looks for hearts who long 
for Him and who trust Him to perfect that which con- 
cerns them. Our preparation as the Bride begins with 
the undivided focus and posture of our heart towards 
Jesus. The preparation of the Bride is all about the heart. 

If you are troubled and strongly convicted when you 
do wrong, that is a good sign. It means you are uncom- 
fortable with sin and your heart is leaning towards God. 
If you didn't love Him so much, you probably wouldn't 
really care if you sinned. It is not beneficial, or of the 
Spirit, however, to wallow in self-condemnation, guilt 
and shame. The identification of holy conviction is 
good and should never be shunned or ignored. Allow 
the conviction to go deep. 

I remember once ministering to a woman who 
had committed adultery. I was with her and her friend 
when she confessed. I was quiet for a moment and then 
she burst into tears and cried out, "I feel so bad, I feel 
so bad." Her friend immediately went to comfort her 
and said, "It's okay. It's not a problem. God loves you." 
I replied, "Please, let her feel the full impact of her sin. 
Let her feel the weight of it. Don't comfort too soon." 
She had been in the affair for two years but had not 
felt true remorse until that moment. The affair had lost 
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its pleasure and she felt trapped, but not fully repen- 
tant or remorseful. As she continued to cry and wail, 
the conviction of the Spirit entered her and His truth 
went deeper and deeper like a sword into her soul. She 
finally saw her selfishness clearly for the first time. She 
saw the damage that was done to her husband, her chil- 
dren, her church, her friends, and to herself. She saw 
the pain she caused the man she had the affair with, 
and the pain she caused his family. Most importantly 
she felt how she had broken the Lord's heart. It was 
good for her to feel and experience the full impact of 
her sin. In this way, she was able to receive the full im- 
pact of the mercy of God following. 

It is important to feel conviction and to allow the 
Lord to bring alignment and cleansing. If, however, 
you are comfortable with sin and think, "Oh well, God 
doesn't really care and He loves me anyway so I will 
continue on in sin," then you might be in for a rude 
awakening. This is a sign that your heart is not for Him. 
Let's look at some more Scriptures. Again, I exhort you 
to take your time and read through each verse soberly. 

Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for what- 
ever a man sows, this he will also reap. For the 
one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh 
reap corruption, but the one who sows to the 
Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life (Gala- 
tians 6:7-8). 
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"He who overcomes will inherit these things, and 
I will be his God and he will be My son. But for 
the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable 
and murderers and immoral persons and sorcer- 
ers and idolaters and all liars, their part will be 
in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, 
which is the second death" (Revelation 21:7-8). 

For certain persons have crept in unnoticed ... 
ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God 
into licentiousness ... Now I desire to remind 
you ... that the Lord, after saving a people out of 
the land of Egypt, subsequently destroyed those 
who did not believe. And angels who did not 
keep their own domain, but abandoned their 
proper abode, He has kept in eternal bonds under 
darkness for the judgment of the great day, just 
as Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around 
them, since they in the same way as these indulged 
in gross immorality and went after strange flesh, 
are exhibited as an example in undergoing the 
punishment of eternal fire. It was also about these 
men that Enoch, in the seventh generation from 
Adam, prophesied, saying, "Behold, the Lord came 
with many thousands of His holy ones, to execute 
judgment upon all, and to convict all the ungodly 
of all their ungodly deeds which they have done 
in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things 
which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him." 
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These are grumblers, finding fault, following after 
their own lusts; they speak arrogantly, flattering 
people for the sake of gaining an advantage (Jude 
1:4-7, 1446). 

But you, beloved, ought to remember the words 
that were spoken beforehand by the apostles of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that they were saying to 
you, "In the last time there will be mockers, fol- 
lowing after their own ungodly lusts." These are 
the ones who cause divisions, worldly-minded, de- 
void of the Spirit (Jude 1:17-19). 

Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not 
inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; 
neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, 
nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, 
nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, 
nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God (1 
Corinthians 6:9-10). 

For this you know with certainty, that no immoral 
or impure person or covetous man, who is an idol- 
ater, has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ 
and God. Let no one deceive you with empty 
words, for because of these things the wrath of 
God comes upon all sons of disobedience (Ephe- 
sians 5:5-6). 

"This is the judgment, that the Light has come 
into the world, and men loved the darkness rather 
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than the Light, for their deeds were evil. For 
everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does 
not come to the Light for fear that his deeds will 
be exposed. But he who practices the truth comes 
to the Light, so that his deeds may be manifested 
as having been wrought in God" (John 3:19-21). 

"Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will 
enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does 
the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter. 
Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did 
we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name 
cast out demons, and in Your name perform many 
miracles?' And then I will declare to them, 'I nev- 
er knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO 
PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS'" (Matthew 7: 21-23). 

No Fear 

The Bride is not full of fear trying desperately not 
to sin. In fact, she is not at all sin conscious. She is fo- 
cused on righteousness and on the love she has for her 
Bridegroom. She does not strive. She is at rest. She is in 
love and consumed by love. 

Imagine a woman engaged to a man who is head- 
over-heels in love with her. She loves and admires him, 
but all day long she struggles with fear. She questions, 
What if I lust after another man and fail to be faithful to my 
fiance! What am I going to do? 
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Fearful thoughts like this don't even enter the mind 
of one who is in love. Perfect love casts out all fear. 

Some are afraid they are not good enough, or per- 
fect enough, for Jesus. Remember, you were chosen by 
your Heavenly Father to be the Bride for His Son. He 
did not choose you because you were perfect. He chose 
you because He loves you. When you give your life to 
Christ, He changes you from the inside out. 

The Bride of Christ is not full of fear and self-effort. 
Her love for her Bridegroom flows out of pure joy and 
expectation. She thinks of her Bridegroom all day long 
but not because she has to. She is free from all legalis- 
tic pressure. She serves and obeys the Lord because she 
loves Him. 
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Ready 

"His bride has made herself ready" 

(Revelation 19:7). 

1. To be the Bride of Christ, you must be born again 
(John 3:4-18). 

Invite Jesus Christ into your heart to be your personal 
Savior and Lord. Ask Him to forgive your sins and 
give you a brand new life in Him. We are saved by 
grace through faith and not of works (Ephesians 2:8). 
Believe that Jesus is Lord and personally receive Him 
through your faith. He then begins a work within 
you. He is at work within you both to will and to do 
of His good pleasure (Philippians 2:13). He is the 
author and finisher of your faith (Hebrews 12:2). 

2. Dedicate your entire being (spirit, soul and body) 
to Him. 

This is how you set yourself apart as the Bride. 
When you do this, you choose to live for Him alone 
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and He will keep you. This process of dedication 
and consecration is not just a one-time prayer but 
a daily commitment that is made from your heart 
in joy. Remind yourself frequently when you rise, 
throughout your day and when you go to bed 
at night, that your life is His and His alone (1 
Thessalonians 5:5). 

3. Be filled with the Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit is your Helper to prepare you as 
the Bride of Christ. He will give you everything you 
need and teach you everything you need to know. 
Oil in the Scripture represents the Holy Spirit and 
His anointing. The presence of the Holy Spirit 
grants you fresh oil for your lamp (Acts 1:8; John 
14:1647; 16:845; Ephesians 5: 1849). 

4. Invite the Lord to convict and purify your heart 
and make you holy as He is holy. 

Repent from any unconfessed sin and receive 
forgiveness. He will make you holy in all your 
behavior and actions when you ask Him with sincere 
desire and faith. His grace is available to influence 
you to be just like Him (Matthew 5:48). 

5. Abstain from every form of evil. 

Make right choices for Him every day. Live with an 
eternal perspective (1 Thessalonians 5:21-22). Ask 
the Lord to keep you from temptation and deliver 
you from evil (Matthew 6:13). 
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6. Read the Word of God regularly. 

The Scriptures will make you wise and will be a lamp 
unto your feet and a light unto your path. Invite the 
Holy Spirit to reveal the heart of the Bridegroom 
through the Scriptures. It is His love letter to you 
(Psalm 119:105). 

7. By faith commune with your Bridegroom and 
draw close to Him. 

Worship Him. Listen for Him to speak. By faith 
receive greater measures of His tender love for you 
each day (Song of Solomon 2:14). Soak in His love. 
We love Him because He first loved us (1 John 4: 19). 
Take time to meditate on that love. Drink deep of 
His love for you (John 7:37). 

8. Perform righteous acts. 

This is the fruit of your love and faith (James 2:18- 
20). 

9. Identify yourself as Christ's Bride whom He is 
ravished over. 

If you think like a bride, you will act as a bride. As 
a man thinks in his heart so is he (Proverbs 23:7). 

10. Eagerly look for His coming. 

When you look for His appearing, you purify 
yourself just as He is pure (1 John 3:2-3). 
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Are You Ready? 

"Soon and very soon we are going to see the King." 
All the signs are in place and Jesus could return for His 
Bride at any time. Are you ready? Remember, the Bride 
makes herself ready. No one can do it for you. You are 
the one who chooses to turn your heart towards Him 
fully. If this is your desire, then He will empower you 
with great grace to accomplish what concerns you. He 
delights in giving you the desires of your heart (Psalm 
37:4). 

He loves you so deeply and looks forward to having 
you with Him as His Bride forever. He paid the extrava- 
gant bride price for you. He signed the covenant of His 
promises with His own blood for you. He is right now 
preparing the bridal chamber for you. 

There is not much time left. Make every moment 
count. The choices you make now determine many 
things in your eternal future. What is important to you 
right now? These are the things you will give yourself 
to. Live with eternity in your heart. Choices determine 
your path and outcome in life. 

Jacob and Esau were two brothers in the Old Testa- 
ment. Esau was called to be in the lineage of Christ but 
he sold his birthright as the eldest son for a single meal 
(Genesis 25:27-34). As a result, Jacob stepped into that 
place and you see his name written in the genealogy of 
Christ instead of Esau's name. If Esau hadn't sold his 
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birthright for some lentil soup, instead of "Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob" we would read, "Abraham, Isaac and 
Esau" (Matthew 1:2). Jacob longed for the birthright 
and successfully pursued it. Esau didn't care about it. 
He was more concerned with having his belly feel good 
for the moment. As a result of Esau's lack of love for 
his eternal destiny and purpose, God said, "I have loved 
Jacob ... but I have hated Esau" (Malachi 1:2-3). Like 
Jacob, the Bride's heart passionately pursues and em- 
braces the call and as a result becomes the chosen. The 
Lord loves the Bride, for her affections are for Him. 

The marriage supper of the Lamb is soon to take 
place and you, beloved, are called to this celebration as 
His glorious Bride. 

At the marriage supper there will be the guests, at- 
tendants and the Bride and Groom all invited by the 
Father. The Scripture says that it is a blessing to be "in- 
vited" but, oh, to be the Bride and not just an invited 
guest! 

Then he said to me, "Write, 'Blessed are those 
who are invited to the marriage supper of the 
Lamb.'" And he said to me, "These are true words 
of God" (Revelation 19:9). 

May you enjoy being filled afresh with His excellent 
grace and goodness in this hour of preparation. May 
the fragrance of your love for your Bridegroom be that 
which separates you fully unto Him. May you be fully 
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arrayed in His glory and His love in this hour. Arise 
and shine, beloved Bride of the King of Kings. YOU 
are His prize! 

The Spirit and the bride say, "COME." 

Revelation 22:17 

Maranatha! 

(Oh Lord, Come) 
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